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whipping up the sea all round them. The Turks were most
chivalrous, for when they saw wounded being carried down in
stretchers, they held thek fire until they had been embarked.
The first attempt was made by a destroyer's whaler, towed by her
little steam cutter, then a dinghy went in. The whaler had
evidently been severely holed on the way in, and we watched her
sinking lower and lower in the water, and men baling, as she
was towed off. Then there was a long pause, and it seemed that
the commanding officer was wondering how to extricate his
men. He evidently decided that it would be less costly to try
and re-embark them, than expose them to the long walk back to
Anzac under fire of the machine guns, which die ships were
unable to silence; so he signalled for boats, and two picket
boats each towing two cutters, dashed in under a heavy fire,
and brought off the whole party. To us onlookers it seemed
incredible that the total losses amounted to no more than six
soldiers and one bluejacket killed, and 18 soldiers and five
bluejackets wounded."

The Queen Elizabeth and kite balloon were, I think, a very
unpopular combination with the enemy.

On one occasion, while lying off Anzac, some big shells fell
among the transports. The Mantels balloon went up at once,
but no ship was to be seen in the Straits; the aggressor had
evidently run into Kilia Lima Bay and was concealed by the cliffs.
The Queen Elizabeth then dropped a 15-inch shell into the hidden
water, and the Turgoid Rets bolted out of it like a rabbit, and went
up the Straits out of range, pursued by two shells which narrowly
missed her. On j th May the Queen Elizabeth engaged Fort 13 over
the Peninsula with an aeroplane spotting, and secured some hits.

Meanwhile the preparations for our limited co-operation in the
Army's attack on the morrow were completed. Naval observation
stations were established on the flanks of the Army, and at General
Hunter-Weston's headquarters on Hill 138. The Swiftsure,
Comwallis, Implacable and Lord Nelson were directed to comply
with General Hunter-Weston's requirements. The Agamemnon,
with an aeroplane to spot for her, was to keep down the fire of
the batteries on the Asiatic side. On the right flank the Albion,
Vengeance and Prince George were to take it in turns to support
the French. The cruisers Dublin, Sapphire, Talbot, and Minerva